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    Principal Notes 
Dear Parents, 

It’s difficult to believe that it is already May.  

April involved many important and also fun 

activities.  We completed our state assessments 

in grades 3-5.  Future LJE kindergarten 

students visited from Little Treasures 

Preschool.  The Spring Fling, Surfs Up, was an 

amazing success!  Kindergarten, 2
nd

, and 4
th

 

grade and music club danced and sang 

incredibly!  

We have many activities planned in the month 

of May.  Many of our classes will be going on 

their field trips.  Our teachers will be sending 

notes home to provide parents with information 

about their child’s field trip.  Our students will 

participate in their annual walk-a-thon on May 

3
rd

.  Students will run and walk around our LJE 

track.   Headstart students will visit our 

kindergarten classes on May 7
th

.  Teacher 

appreciation week is the week of May 7
th.  

La Jara Elementary would like to thank all 

parents for their support.  Our students benefit 

when we all work together.     

Sincerely, 

Ricky Salazar 

 

Lost and Found 
Parents:  Feel free to come by the school 

and check out the lost and found box at the 

end of the hall.  Anything left at the end of 

the school year will be given to charity.  

Thank you.  

 

Dress Code 
Just a reminder:  As the weather gets 

warmer, please remember – no spaghetti 

straps, muscle shirts or short shorts are 

allowed at LJE.  Dress your best to be 

your best…Thank you! 

Upcoming Dates and Events 
May 3    Walk-a-thon  2 – 3 Grades  10:10 

                         Kinder – 1st Grades  12:25 

                                 4 – 5  Grades    2:35 

May 7 - 11  Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 7      5th Grade Field Trip 

May 8      Growing Healthy Video Presentation 

                     4th/5th Girls and 5th Boys  

                PTA Meeting 12:30 pm 

May 10     Kindergarten Field Trip 

May 13     Mother’s Day 

May 14     5th Grade Visit to CMS 

May 15     Board of Education Meeting 6:30 pm 

May 16     1st  Grade Field Trip 

May 21     2nd  Grade Field Trip 

    3rd  Grade Field Trip  

May 22    4th Grade Field Trip       

May 23    Awards & Talent Show 

May 24     Field Days     3-5 at 9 am 

                                      K-2 at 1 pm 

                Last Day of School  

 

 

2018-2019  

North Conejos 

School Calendar 
Aug   20    First Day of School 

Sept    3   Memorial Day (No School) 

           7  School in Session (Only Friday) 

      24 - 26 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Nov   19 – 22  Thanksgiving Break 

Dec 24 – Jan 3 Christmas Break 

Jan     7    School Back in Session 

Feb 11 – 13 Parent/Teacher Conference 

Mar 18 – 21  Spring Break 

May 23  Last Day of School 

School will be in session Monday thru 

Thursday. 



From Jamie Thomas 

Our School Counselor 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to testing, spring is a time for our 

5th grade students to begin thinking about the 

transition to Centauri Middle School. This can 

be an exciting experience, but also very 

stressful for some students. We will be taking a 

transition trip to CMS at the beginning of May 

so that our students know what their day will 

look like next year.  In classroom visits, we will 

also be learning how to open combination locks 

in order to alleviate the stress that goes along 

with opening lockers and being on time to 

class.   This is a big deal for our 5
th

 grade 

students and we want them to feel comfortable 

and excited to take that next step! I have really 

enjoyed this group of students and will be sad 

to see them go! 

Summer is right around the corner!  The 

following ideas are fun, healthy and family-

oriented activities to help pass the time 

(adapted from www.funattic.com):   

1. Go to the park.  

2.  Go fishing. 

3. Go biking or hiking.  

4. Go to the Conejos County Library. There are 

great activities and programs going on all 

summer long.   

5. Teach your child how to cook and bake. 

Measuring and learning to follow recipe 

instructions are great experiences for children. 

 6. Have your child write down their thoughts, 

feelings and experiences in a journal.   If they 

are in the habit of writing all summer long, it 

isn’t as hard for them to return to the demands 

of school in the fall.  

Create memories! 

Thank you! 

Jamie Thomas 

 

Nurses Notes 

Dear Parents: 

Summer is almost here, and it is a 
wonderful time full of many exciting 
outdoor activities!! Please be safe while 
enjoying your summer time activities by:  
Always wearing a seatbelt when traveling.  
Use life support devices when in or near 
the water.  Wear a helmet when biking, 
riding ATVs, or riding any type of 
motorcycle.  Be very cautious when 
starting campfires.  Be safe when handling 
fireworks, and children should always have 
an adult present when near a campfire, or 
fireworks.  Wear sunscreen when outdoors 
during the day.   Here's to a safe and 
healthy summer for everyone!! 
 
*REMINDER FOR 
PARENTS/GUARDIANS* 
If you have received a notice from the 
school stating your child needs 
immunizations, please get this taken care 
of ASAP.  Also all new kindergarteners for 
next year must have their immunizations 
complete BEFORE school starts in August.  
Please bring the up-dated immunization 
record to the school to ensure we have the 
most current copy of your child's 
immunization record. 
 
ATTENTION 5TH GRADE PARENTS: 
Reminder:  Students entering 6th grade 
must have a Tdap booster vaccine 
BEFORE starting school next fall.  Please 
see that your child receives this vaccine, 
unless you have signed an exemption 
form.  Please make sure Centauri Middle 
School has an updated shot record with 
any new vaccines, before school starts in 
August. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Melissa Caldon RN 
School Nurse 



“Early Bus” Information 

NCSD Community,  

The district currently runs an early bus that extends 
a route to La Jara Elementry, picking up students at 
3:40pm, and transfers student riders to the 
CHS/CMS/NCSD District Office complex.  Attempts 
to clarify the reasoning for the practice are unclear, 
with respect to the original purpose.  However, after 
much discussion with the NCSD Board of 
Education, the board voted to end the practice 
effective at the end of this 2017-18 school year.  
The following are some of the reasons and factors 
contributing to the decision: 

*Releasing students each day for the time 
necessary to prepare students and access the bus 
eliminates twenty-five minutes of instructional time 
for student passengers each day.  This absence 
from teaching/learning time, results in a yearly loss 
of sixty hours of direct instructional time, crucial to 
the academic growth of children.  As research 
clearly indicates, direct instructional time is one of 
two factors directly affecting student achievement. 

*The route requires drivers, usually an employee of 
the NCSD, and requires adjustment to a driver's 
current teaching schedule.  This increases the 
complexity and difficulty of allowing student access 
to necessary and optional classes. 

*The service has not been and is not offered to 
Manassa Elementary and the Manassa community.  
Moreover, it is not possible to add an additional 
route, including the cost of driver and mileage, to 
provide services or to introduce the severe intrusion 
to instruction as witnessed at La Jara Elementary. 

This early notification is to allow all people the 
opportunity to plan for the 2018-19 school year with 
respect to individual and family planning, and the 
logistics of travel to and from school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La Jara Elementary PTA 

 Notes..... 
Teachers are real life 

superheroes.  They educate, 

innovate, encourage and 

support.  Every day they 

touch the lives of hundreds 

of children. Their work 

extends far beyond the boundaries of the 

classroom. 

Kids, it's time to show your teacher how much 

he or she meant to you this year.  We are 

asking that you deliver a token of your 

appreciation to your teacher on Tuesday, May 

8th.  Parents, we have compiled a list of a few 

unique gift ideas that kids can give their 

teachers without spending a lot of money:  

      1. Write a letter to your teacher,  

      2. Give a plant or flower in a special   

handmade container, 

      3. Share a list of why you are thankful for 

your teacher, 

      4. Give your teacher their favorite snack or 

drink,  

      5. Give the gift of school supplies.   

I can't believe another school year has come 

and gone.  We want to thank everyone who 

donated their time or money to our PTA this 

year.  Your contributions helped bring many 

great events to our wonderful school this year 

such as prizes/parties for the student 

achievement awards, the popular Halloween 

carnival, the annual book fair, and our 

awesome assemblies.   

Our next meeting will be May 8
th

 at 12:30.  We 

would love to have some new members to help 

us out next year.  If you are interested in 

becoming a member but can't attend the 

meeting tomorrow, please contact Natalie at 

natmtib@yahoo.com  or 719-948-7939.  

Thanks again and have a great rest of the 

school year and summer vacation! 
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